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Notes and Implications:  “War Speech” 
 
 
Analytical Sample 

• Speech 
• Lower performance level 

 
 
Notes:  This piece shows the student writer attempting to engage an audience 
through a transactive genre for the purpose of analyzing the “atrocity of war.”  
This piece is a good example of a student addressing an audience superficially.  
Thus, he/she never completely engages the reader. 
 
 
Instructional Implications:  Though this performance level is not the “goal” of 
analytical writing, it is often helpful to look at weaker samples to have students 
consider what they should continue working on in their own writing. 
 
Teachers might consider using this piece to show student’s lack of engagement 
of a real audience.  To whom is the writer actually speaking?  How could 
audience awareness be stronger?  Why/how is the writer an expert on the 
subject of war? 
 
Likewise, this is a good example of a student trying to analyze a topic without 
sufficient support.  The writer works through what might happen during a nuclear 
war, but offers little in the way of credible evidence.  Teachers could use this 
piece to discuss the need for and integration of research to support the analysis. 
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